
STATE BUILDING CODE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

September 15, 2017 

Glen Allen, Virginia 

 

Members Present Members Absent 

 

Mr. J. Robert Allen, Chairman 

Mr. James R. Dawson, Vice Chairman 

Mr. W. Keith Brower 

Mr. Vince Butler 

Mr. Daniel Crigler 

Mr. Eric Mays, PE 

Mr. E. G. Middleton, III 

Ms. Joanne Monday 

Ms. Patricia S. O’Bannon 

Mr. Aaron Zdinak, PE 

 

Mr. Matthew Arnold 

Mr. Alan D. Givens 

Mr. Joseph Kessler 

Mr. W. Shaun Pharr, Esq. 

 

Call to Order 

 

The meeting of the State Building Code Technical Review Board 

(“Review Board”) was called to order by the Chairman at 

approximately 10:10 a.m. 

 

Roll Call 

 

The attendance was established by the Acting Secretary. Mr. Vernon 

W. Hodge. with a quorum being present.  Mr. Justin I. Bell, the board’s 

legal counsel from the Attorney General’s Office, was also present. 

 

Minutes 

 

Ms. Monday moved to approve the June 15, 2017 minutes as presented 

in the Review Board members’ agenda package with an editorial 

change to remove the second word “to” in the last sentence on Page 

Five.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Dawson and passed 

unanimously with Messrs. Butler, Mays and Zdinak, and Ms. 

O’Bannon abstaining from the vote. 

 

Public Comment 

 

The Chairman opened the meeting for public comment.  Mr. Hodge 

advised that no one had preregistered. 

 

Final Orders 

 

Appeal of Anthony T. Grant, Appeal No. 17-3: 

 

Ms. Monday moved to approve the final order as presented in the 

Review Board members’ agenda package.  The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Dawson and passed unanimously with Messrs. Butler, Mays 

and Zdinak, and Ms. O’Bannon abstaining from the vote. 

 

New Business 

 

Appeal of John Kania Mitchell Vogel and Karen Anne Mitchell-Smith; 

Appeal No. 17-7: 

 

A hearing convened with the Chairman serving as the presiding 

officer.  The appeal involved the citation of violations under Part III of 
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the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code by the City of 

Alexandria’s Maintenance Code Division at 23 East Linden Street. 

 

The following person was sworn in and given an opportunity to present 

testimony: 

 

 Victor Purchase, for the City of Alexandria 

 

Also present was: 

 

 Travis MacRae, Esq., legal counsel for the City of Alexandria 

 

The Chairman informed Board members that a continuance request 

had been received from the appellants and a request for participating 

by telephone or internet.  After discussion, Mr. Crigler moved to deny 

the request for continuance and remote participation noting that the 

appellants were properly notified of the hearing and that their 

arguments concerning the merits of the appeal were in the record and 

would be duly considered by the Board.  The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Butler and passed unanimously. 

 

After testimony concluded, the Chairman closed the hearing and stated 

a decision from the Review Board members would be forthcoming and 

the deliberations would be conducted in open session.  It was further 

noted that a final order reflecting the decision would be considered at 

a subsequent meeting and, when approved, would be distributed to the 

parties and would contain a statement of further right of appeal. 

 

Decision: Appeal of John Kania Mitchell Vogel and Karen Anne 

Mitchell-Smith; Appeal No. 17-7: 

 

After deliberation of the appeal, Mr. Butler moved to uphold the notice 

of violation issued by the City of Alexandria’s code official and the 

decision of the City’s appeals board confirming the notice was proper.  

Mr. Butler noted that the violations were not an overreach of the code 

and were a risk to health and safety and not cosmetic.  In addition, the 

appellants had provided no pictures of the upstairs of the home.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Crigler and passed unanimously. 

 

After ruling on the appeal, since former Review Board Secretary Alan 

McMahan was present with the Alexandria delegation, the Chairman 

presented Mr. McMahan with a certificate commemorating his service 

to the Review Board during his tenure with DHCD.  Mr. McMahan 

thanked the Review Board members and Board members expressed 

their gratitude for his service. 
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Secretary’s Report 

 

Chairman Allen informed the Review Board members that he had 

submitted a letter of resignation to be effective December 31st.  He 

noted that he has served on the board since 1996 and been Chairman 

since 2008 and it was time to step down.  Board members all voiced 

appreciation for his service and that he would be missed.  He will 

continue to serve until replaced by the Governor. 

 

A handout was provided concerning the Board’s subpoena power and 

Mr. Bell discussed the matter with the Board members.  After 

consideration, there was general agreement to retain the Board’s 

current policy of having requests to have to come to the Board for 

action. 

 

Mr. Hodge discussed whether owners of property should always be 

included as parties in an appeal and there was general agreement that 

they be treated equally as a party. 

 

In accordance with established policy, Mr. Hodge provided Review 

Board members a handout concerning interpretation requests and staff 

responses for requests that had been submitted by non-code 

enforcement agencies or which for other reasons did not require action 

by the Review Board members. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Dawson moved to adjourn the 

meeting at approximately 12:30 p.m. 

 

 

Approved: November 17, 2017 

 

 

 

 

    ___________/S/____________________________________ 

     Chairman, State Building Code Technical Review Board 

 

 

 

    _________________/S/__________________________________ 

    Acting Secretary, State Building Code Technical Review Board 

 

 


